150 YEARS 12/30/1874 — 12/30/2024

Celebrating the 150" Anniversary of the United
Presbyterian Church of Whitinsville

December 30", 2024 marked the 150" anniversary of our church! We will
have a yearlong celebration to commemorate this momentous occasion.

There will be special activities throughout 2025 and we invite you to
participate in these events.

On behalf of the church community at the United Presbyterian Church of
Whitinsville, your support in funding activities will be greatly
appreciated! You can donate online at Give and state “Anniversary
Fund” in the note.

Learn more about our history by clicking on E on the upper right
corner of any page on our website and then clicking on History from the
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Events and activities for the 2025 celebratory year:

January 2025

On January 12, we will have a special service to kick off the celebration year.

March 2025

On March 9, we will have a special luncheon following the service to commemorate our
150th anniversary. It will be a potluck featuring dishes made from recipes contributed by
members over the years for the church’s several recipe books.

April 2025

The Assabet Valley Chambersingers proudly presents Sing Into Spring: A Choral
Perspective, a captivating choral concert to be held on Saturday, April 5, 2025, at 3:00
PM at the United Presbyterian Church of Whitinsville, 51 Cottage St., Whitinsville, MA.
Admission for this uplifting and diverse program is $10 per person at the door. Parking is
available in the Unibank parking lot located directly across the street from the church.

Under the artistic direction of Robert Eaton, the program will feature an eclectic selection
of choral works designed to entertain, inspire, provoke reflection, and provide joy and
inspiration. Highlights include:

* Renaissance madrigals that explore the lighter side of romance

« Traditional American folk songs arranged by Aaron Copland

» Musical settings of poetry by James Agee, Rudyard Kipling, and Mother Teresa
* Vocal jazz selections

» Timely and thought-provoking songs by Lennon & McCartney and Bob Dylan

This carefully curated program will take audiences on a journey through time and
emotion, blending historical and contemporary themes that resonate with today’s world.

The Assabet Valley Chambersingers is a 20-voice ensemble drawn from the Assabet
Valley Mastersingers. Founded in 1988 as a civic outreach initiative, the Chambersingers
have delighted audiences throughout the greater Worcester area, performing at cultural
events, libraries, assisted living facilities, and other popular venues.



The Assabet Valley Mastersingers has been a cornerstone of the Central Massachusetts
music scene since its founding in 1978, presenting masterful choral-orchestral works with
professional orchestras and soloists. The ensemble is known for its innovative
programming, including world premieres, contemporary compositions, and fresh
interpretations of classical masterpieces. For more information, visit
www.avmsingers.org, email manager@avmsingers.org, or write to AVM, PO Box 911,
Northborough, MA 01532.

Join us as we “Sing Into Spring”—a concert to uplift the spirit and celebrate the season!

June 2025

On June 14, we will inaugurate our showing of movies with a screening of the 2025
Oscar Winning movie Wicked! Please plan to attend!
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United Preshyterian Church, Whitinsville
Minors accompanied by adult
RESERVATION: CALL 508-234-8220




July 2025

On July 25™, we will be showing the Disney movie Mary Poppins Returns. Come
join usl!

Now an adult with three children, bank teller Michael Banks learns that his house
will be repossessed in five days unless he can pay back a loan. His only hope is to
find a missing certificate that shows proof of valuable shares that his father left
him years earlier. Just as all seems lost, Michael and his sister receive the surprise
of a lifetime when Mary Poppins -- the beloved nanny from their childhood --
arrives to save the day and take the Banks family on a magical, fun-filled adventure
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August 2025

On August 22", we will be showing the 1993 version of The Secret Garden. Come
join usl!

A young, recently-orphaned girl is sent to England after living in India all of her life.

Once there, she begins to explore her new, seemingly-isolated surroundings, and
its secrets.
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THE SECRET GARDEN (1993)

United Presbyterian Church
91 Cottage Street, Whitinsville - Free Light Refreshments




September 2025
On September 19th, we will be showing A Wonderful Day in the Neighborhood.

Movie Summary: Lloyd Vogel is an investigative journalist who receives an assignment
to profile Fred Rogers, aka Mr. Rogers. He approaches the interview with skepticism, as
he finds it hard to believe that anyone can have such a good nature. But Roger's
empathy, kindness and decency soon chips away at Vogel's jaded outlook on life, forcing
the reporter to reconcile with his own painful past.
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October 2025
Time Capsule Opening at United Presbyterian Church at Whitinsville

The first United Presbyterian Church at Whitinsville, built in 1882, was replaced with the current church
in 1914. As part of the construction, a time capsule was placed inside of the cornerstone. The church is
having a yearlong celebration this year for its 150th anniversary. As part of the celebrations, we will be

having an opening ceremony of the time capsule on October 11th at 10:30 AM. The event will feature

remarks by church leaders and local dignitaries.

An excerpt from The Woonsocket Evening Call on Monday June 29, 1914 included the following:

The laying of the cornerstone of the new United Presbyterian church on the site of the old one on
Cottage street (sic) was held Saturday afternoon at 5 o’clock in the presence of many

communicants of that church, as well as other townspeople.

Rev. Thomas M. Huston, pastor of the church, laid the cornerstone. William McAllister, vice
chairman of the building committee, deposited the box and gave a statement of the contents,
which included history of the Congregation, annual reports of the congregation, containing lists of
officers and contributions from 1892 to date; contributors and subscribers to building fund;
number of members of church since organization; copy of by-laws, Bible, confession of faith, and
book of government of United Presbyterian church of North America; copy of cornerstone
program, records of building committee, picture of old church, history of the Sabbath school,
Men’s league, Women’s Missionary Society, and names of the architect, contractor, and

sub-contractor.

Following the formal opening, attendees will have the opportunity to view the artifacts along with many

historical memorabilia located in the church’s Gathering Area inside the church behind the sanctuary.
At a future date, we will replace the time capsule with a new one that will include additional artifacts.

Please plan to join us on this memorable occasion in the history of the United Presbyterian Church at
Whitinsville!



BLACKSTONE VALLEY

COMMUNITY CHORUS

bvcchorus.org

On Friday, October 17th at 7:00 PM, the United Presbyterian Church, located at 51 Cottage Street

in Whitinsville, is pleased to host a performance by the Blackstone Valley Community Chorus.

The Blackstone Valley Community Chorus (BVCC) was formed in 2004 with sixty singers from five
towns throughout the Blackstone Valley. The BVCC attracts singers with diverse abilities and musical
backgrounds, united by their love of music. Spring and fall concerts feature a variety of a cappella and
accompanied performances. Their singers enjoy a friendly and supportive environment where they are

continually challenged and encouraged to grow, both as a group and as individual performers.
The program will consist of the following selections and will run about 30 minutes:

e John Denver Medley

e Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho

e This Little Light of Mine

e He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands

e Total Praise

Free admission. Donations appreciated. Come and enjoy this musical program! Parking is available on

Spring St, Cottage St, and at Unibank across the street.



On October 24th, we will be showing Hotel Transylvania.

When monsters want to get away from it all, they go to Count Dracula's Hotel
Transylvania, a lavish resort where they can be themselves without humans around to
bother them. On one special weekend, Dracula invites creatures like the Invisible Man,
the Mummy and others to celebrate the 118th birthday of his daughter, Mavis. However,
an unforeseen complication unfolds when an ordinary human unwittingly crashes the
party and falls in love with Mavis. Come enjoy this fun movie and wear your Halloween
costume!
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November 2025

On November 21st, we will be wrapping up our movie program for the 150th
Anniversary year celebration.

As a special treat, we will be showing 2 movies that day. We will have a matinee
showing of Miracle on 34th Street at 3:00 PM and then an evening showing of The
Polar Express at 7:00 PM. Please plan to attend and invite your friends!!
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